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The Analysis of Theme and Characterization in Raymond Carver "Cathedral."
In Raymond Carver's "Cathedral," the author has tried to bring out different themes through his character choice and their behaviors. Prevalently, the author has displayed instances of jealousy, isolation, insecurity connection and detachment as brought out by the three main characters in the story; the blind man Robert, the narrator, and his wife. As a reader, we can define how the narrator has been detached from the beginning of the story. The narrator does not like the affair that has developed between the blind man Robert and his wife. As Smith writes, "The eyes are useless when the mind is blind." The saying marries exactly what goes in the story from the times it unveils up to the end. The main character in the cathedral by Raymond is the narrator. 
Besides the narrator, the blind man whose real name is Robert is also another important character in thematic development in the story. Also, the narrator's wife forms a great part of the developing story about isolation and detachment. The narrator has been brought out by the author in a way that the different characterization shows how he can change with time and finally become an open-minded person. Robert is shown differently than the narrator. He is depicted as having an open mind despite being blind, and that is why the narrator's wife loves him, and through his character, he can make lasting relationships. Robert, with his open-mindedness, has been able to overcome challenges and obstacles, and this is depicting clearly how being open-minded can help a person. 
The narrator has been characterized differently in the story, unlike the blind man. The author has utilized omniscience in writing the story where the thoughts of the narrator are shared with the reader, but the reader has not been given a chance to know what each of the characters is thinking about the other. The narrator appears to be a judgmental person who concludes about the relationship between his wife and the blind man. As the narrator says, "this blind man, feature this, he was wearing a full beard! A beard on a blind man! Too much, I say" (Carver, 1981). The narrator has been obliged to be flat since he is set in his ways and wants to do nothing with which he is uncomfortable. However, the narrator is shown to be dynamic in a way due to his continued evolution over time. The entire outlook of the narrator on life has changed through the interactions that he has had with Robert. Raymond's choice of third-person narration of the story has helped the reader to see the changes that have happened through the narrator throughout the story. 
The characterization of the blind has helped the author bring out some aspects to the reader on ways that people can overcome some challenges. According to the story, we have not been shown Robert's thoughts but only from the narrator. Robert is depicted with a static character where he is willing to accommodate new people in his life, unlike the narrator. As the author writes, "The blind man let go off his suitcase and up came his hand. I took it. He squeezed hard held my hand, and then he let go." I feel like we have already met," he boomed" (Carver, 1981). The showing of a static character close to a dynamic character; the lack of change between the two can help the reader to determine the changes the dynamic character can undergo.  
In the story, the characterization of the willingness to change of the narrator and the open-mindedness of the blind man has carried the theme of the story. Readers learn from Robert that an open-mind can help in building lasting relationships. The characterization that the author has used has allowed for the creation of a platform that imparts an impact on the readers. The narrator is shown to be judgmental, but the placing of the blind man with his willingness, the narrator, gets a chance to see how meeting new people is less challenging.
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